
180 
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COMMISSION MEETING 
 
The Limestone County Commission met in a regular meeting today, at 9:22 a.m. at the 
Clinton Street Courthouse Annex, 100 South Clinton Street, Athens, Alabama. 
 
Present: David Ruf, Johnny Turner, Derrick Gatlin, and LaDon Townsend.  Absent: None. 
Collin Daly, Chairman presided. 
 
The meeting began with the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
MOTION was made by David Ruf and seconded by Johnny Turner to approve the minutes 

of April 6, 2026. 

The Chairman asked if there was any discussion. There was no discussion. The 
Administrator called the roll. David Ruf, aye; Johnny Turner, aye; Derrick Gatlin, aye; and 
LaDon Townsend, aye. Motion carries unanimously. 
 
MOTION was made by Derrick Gatlin and seconded by LaDon Townsend to approve the 
following claims: 
 
4/2/2026 0795244 – 0795282  $ 735,193.37 
4/6/2026 PayPal – ShelterLuv  $ 42.00 
4/7/2026 0795283 – 0795285  $ 35,974.96 
4/9/2026 0795286  $ 238.64 
4/10/2026 0795287 – 0795363  $ 428,354.52 
4/10/2026 Bank Draft – Walmart (TreviPay)  $ 441.68 
4/13/2026 Bank Draft – Canva  $ 15.00 
4/17/2026 0795364 – 0795438  $ 699,427.89 
     
 TOTAL  $ 1,899,688.06 

 
The Chairman asked if there was any discussion. There was no discussion. The 
Administrator called the roll. Derrick Gatlin, aye; LaDon Townsend, aye; David Ruf, aye; 
and Johnny Turner, aye. Motion carries unanimously. 
 
MOTION was made by Derrick Gatlin and seconded by LaDon Townsend to approve an 
Employment Agreement between the Limestone County Commission and Emily Ezzell 
effective April 20, 2026, through April 19, 2027, pending County Attorney approval.  
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The Chairman asked if there was any discussion. There was no discussion. The 
Administrator called the roll. Derrick Gatlin, aye; LaDon Townsend, aye; David Ruf, aye; 
and Johnny Turner, aye. Motion carries unanimously. 
 
MOTION was made by David Ruf and seconded by Johnny Turner to approve a 
Modification of Contract with Westlaw – Thompson Reuters for additional legal research 
tools. The total estimated cost is $2,500.00/year. 
 
The Chairman asked if there was any discussion. There was no discussion. The 
Administrator called the roll. David Ruf, aye; Johnny Turner, aye; Derrick Gatlin, aye; and 
LaDon Townsend, aye. Motion carries unanimously. 
 
MOTION was made by LaDon Townsend and seconded by Derrick Gatlin to approve to 
appoint Allynn Griffin and Tammy Waddell to the DHR Board. 
 
The Chairman asked if there was any discussion. There was no discussion. The 
Administrator called the roll. LaDon Townsend, aye; Derrick Gatlin, aye; David Ruf, aye; 
and Johnny Turner, aye. Motion carries unanimously. 
 
MOTION was made by David Ruf and seconded by LaDon Townsend to approve to 
amend the Staffing Plan under “Jail” to add 1 Captain Trainee to reflect the grade of “21”. 
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The Chairman asked if there was any discussion. There was no discussion. The 
Administrator called the roll. David Ruf, aye; LaDon Townsend, aye; Johnny Turner, aye; 
and Derrick Gatlin, aye. Motion carries unanimously. 
 
MOTION was made by Derrick Gatlin and seconded by LaDon Townsend to approve to 
amend the starting pay for Michael Alex Noles, Deputy Sheriff, to grade 17, step D. 
Retroactive to his original hire date of January 20, 2026. 
 
The Chairman asked if there was any discussion. There was no discussion. The 
Administrator called the roll. Derrick Gatlin, aye; LaDon Townsend, aye; David Ruf, aye; 
and Johnny Turner, aye. Motion carries unanimously. 
 
MOTION was made by Johnny Turner and seconded by LaDon Townsend to approve the 
following: 
 

• Approve to hire Wendy Lucas as a Corrections Officer, effective May 4, 2026, 
pending a drug screening.  
 

• Approve to hire Jeffrey Shaffer as a Corrections Officer, effective May 4, 2026, 
pending a drug screening.  

 

• Approve to hire Olivia Suzanne McNatt as a Kennel Technician, effective May 1, 
2026. 

 

• Approve to hire Weston Kyle as an Equipment Operator I (District 2), effective April 
21, 2026, pending a drug screening.  

 
The Chairman asked if there was any discussion. There was no discussion. The 
Administrator called the roll. Johnny Turner, aye; LaDon Townsend, aye; David Ruf, aye; 
and Derrick Gatlin, aye. Motion carries unanimously. 
 
MOTION was made by Derrick Gatlin and seconded by LaDon Townsend to approve the 
following merit increases: 
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Name 
 

Position Effective Date 

Monica Hodges Center Manger 4/8/2026 
Darron Lewter Equipment Operator I – Stripe Crew 4/7/2026 
Jessica Pierce Deputy Revenue Commissioner 5/1/2026 

Abbie Crutcher Appraisal Clerk 5/15/2026 
Jennifer Withers Real Property Appraisal Trainee 5/25/2026 

Christopher Beddingfield Drug Lab Tech 5/1/2026 
Preston H. McFarland Electrician & HVAC Tech Assistant 5/1/2026 

Masson Billions Maintenance Technician 6/16/2026 
James Tolen II Property & Evidence Tech 4/7/2026 
Wanda Reese Administrative Secretary – CID 4/4/2026 

Tina Stark  Records Technician 5/2/2026 
Adam Harper District Road Supervisor 5/3/2026 

Vicky Maybery Building Service Worker 5/16/2026 
Shelby Defoe Corporal-Jail (Corrections) 4/25/2026 
Crystal Hines Tag & Title Clerk I 4/22/2026 

 
The Chairman asked if there was any discussion. There was no discussion. The 
Administrator called the roll. Derrick Gatlin, aye; LaDon Townsend, aye; David Ruf, aye; 
and Johnny Turner, aye. Motion carries unanimously. 
 
MOTION was made by LaDon Townsend and seconded by David Ruf to approve the 
following subdivisions: 
 

Name S/D 
Type 

Approval 
Type 

Lots District Location 

The Walker and Smith of 
Tait Plantation – re-
subdivision of Lot 4 & 5, 
Block 4 

Minor Preliminary 
& Final 

3 3 Travel E on Garret Rd 

turn N on Schoolhouse 

Dr. Property is on the W 

side of the road.  

Harris Road Subdivision 
and other lands – re- 
subdivision 

Minor Preliminary 
& Final 

4 4 On the E side of Harris 

Rd., S of AL Hwy 99. 

Griggs Acres Subdivision  Minor  Preliminary 
& Final 

5 3 On the NW side of 

Brownsferry Rd. 

Sunset Hollow Subdivision Minor Preliminary 
& Final 

2 1 On the N side of Sandlin 

Rd., E of Fain Rd. 

Bethel Estate Subdivision Minor Preliminary 
& Final 

2 1 On the S side of Bethel 

Rd., W of the 

intersection with AL Hwy 

251. 

Lapington Estate 
Subdivision 

Minor Preliminary 
& Final 

6 4 On the S side of O’Neal 

Rd., W of AL Hwy 99. 

 
The Chairman asked if there was any discussion. There was no discussion. The 
Administrator called the roll. LaDon Townsend, aye; David Ruf, aye; Johnny Turner, aye; 
and Derrick Gatlin, aye. Motion carries unanimously. 
 
MOTION was made by Derrick Gatlin and seconded by LaDon Townsend to approve to 
adopt a Proclamation recognizing the month of April 2026, as Fair Housing Month. 
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The Chairman asked if there was any discussion. There was no discussion. The 
Administrator called the roll. Derrick Gatlin, aye; LaDon Townsend, aye; David Ruf, aye; 
and Johnny Turner, aye. Motion carries unanimously. 
 
MOTION was made by Johnny Turner and seconded by Derrick Gatlin to approve to 
remove the following from inventory: 
 

Department Item Asset Tag# 
 

VIN # 

52100 
Sheriff’s Office 

Fugitsu Laptop 15354  
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The Chairman asked if there was any discussion. There was no discussion. The 
Administrator called the roll. Johnny Turner, aye; Derrick Gatlin, aye; David Ruf, aye; and 
LaDon Townsend, aye. Motion carries unanimously. 
 
Commissioner Ruf stated that Piney Chapel Rd. is ready to be paved. He also stated that 
culverts are being installed on Sweet Springs Rd. in preparation for paving.  
 
Commissioner Turner stated that paving is looking good in his district and noted that the 
contractors are halfway done on the paving projects that were allocated from engineering. 
 
Commissioner Gatlin stated that patching and leveling on Blackburn Rd. is scheduled to 
be completed tomorrow and noted that it is a part of the Rebuild Alabama Project. In 
closing he stated that his crew had begun cutting roadside.  
 
Commissioner Townsend stated that his crew is preparing roads for chip sealing. He also 
stated that they have begun spraying roadside. He informed citizens to put out no spray 
signs if they did not want their ditch sprayed. In closing he stated his crew will begin 
cutting roadside once spraying is complete.   
 
Chairman Daly stated that it is National Work Zone Awareness Week and reminded 
citizens to use caution in work zones when workers are present. He also stated that Piney 
Chapel Rd. will be resurfaced. He reminded citizens that this Friday is Friday’s After 5 in 
downtown Athens. In closing, he informed citizens that on April 29th there will be a 
Fentanyl Awareness Program on the square at 6:00 p.m. in honor of Webb Glanton.  
 
Adjourned at 9:34 a.m. until 9:00 a.m. on Monday, May 4, 2026, at the Clinton Street 
Courthouse Annex, 100 South Clinton Street, Athens, Alabama. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

      
Collin Daly, Chairman 

 

     _       _ 
David Ruf, D-I Commissioner             Johnny Turner, D-II Commissioner 
 
 
     ____       _ 
Derrick Gatlin, D-III Commissioner            LaDon Townsend, D-IV Commissioner 
 
 
 
 


